
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING/OPEN BOOK HEARING 
April 16, 2012 

A regular council meeting was duly called to order by Mayor Robert Roesler at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 16, 2012 with 
members Robert Roesler, Kurt Olson, Carroll Behne, Jeff Ross and Brad Ringnell present.  Absent, none.  Also present, 
City Admin/EDA Director Jamie Letzring and Deputy Clerk Irene Schlaphoff. 

In Open Public Comments, Dorothy Behne was present to inform the council that the Task Force would like to reserve 
the park shelter house the first Friday in June, July and August from 5:00-7:00 p.m. for their hot dog fundraiser event, 
and to request that the shelter house be cleaned and sprayed for Memorial Day. 

Motion by Ross to approve the updated agenda, second by Olson, carried. 

Motion by Ringnell to approve the minutes as written and sent to each council member for study, second by Behne, 
carried. 

Consent agenda including payment of bills and fence permits for 319 Park St and 304 Lynn St was declared approved. 

At this time the Open Book Meeting was called to order with County Assessor Dan Whitman present to answer 
questions regarding property tax valuations and the change in formula that was implemented by the state legislature.   

Verna Miller inquired about the value placed on her twelve acres, and was informed that her land valuation was not 
increased as much as it could have been, given that it would sell for much more if placed on the market. 

Brad Ringnell asked about the increase in his property taxes, and was informed that the property tax exclusion, which 
replaced the homestead market value credit, reduces the valuation on which taxes are calculated, causing the same 
amount of taxes to be spread over lesser values with the result of higher tax rates.  The sliding scale used in this new 
formula translates to homes with higher valuations carrying the greatest tax burden.  Mr. Whitman also explained that 
an adjustment for accuracy reduced valuations by an average of 25% in the City of Sherburn.  This adjustment was for 
homes only, as agriculture land saw a dramatic increase in sales price per acre. 

Diane Bryan inquired about the street assessment placed on her property that she was not able to pay.  A tax deferral 
program is available for certain qualified individuals; Mr. Whitman will provide her with the necessary paperwork.  
Additional concerns that Mrs. Bryan expressed regarding the street project currently are being addressed. 

With no further business, the Open Book meeting was declared adjourned at 5:38 p.m. 

Sherburn Fire Chief Bert Schwager and four members of the department were present to discuss with the council how 
they should proceed with the purchase of a farm tanker with two townships that wish to continue searching for used 
equipment and two townships that are willing to purchase new equipment.  Mayor Roesler assured all present that 
these townships are aware of the need for a tanker replacement, but in these economic times we must research all 
options thoroughly.  Firefighter Doug Hartke expressed concerns about the inability to provide service and fire 
protection without the necessary equipment, and also about the inadequacy of the per section fees the townships are 
paying for equipment replacement.   

Martin County Sheriff Jeff Markquart spoke of the financial burden facing the townships with mandated bridge 
replacement costs, advising everyone to remain open-minded when discussing how to move water to where it is 
needed.  He also encouraged the department to accept equipment that may be purchased by the townships for their 
use.  Also discussed were liability issues, more equitable determination of township fees, authority of purchase 
approval, and finance options.  It was agreed that meetings with township officials and the search for used equipment 
should continue. 

Motion by Ross to approve a request from the Sherburn Fire Department to send Val Omvig to a fire investigation class 
in Lake Crystal at a cost of $95.00 plus mileage, second by Behne, carried. 
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Martin County Sheriff Jeff Markquart advised the council that the civil defense grant has not yet been approved, and the 
transfer to narrow band frequency will require a need to change the panel boxes rather than the sirens.  This will be a 
2013 budget item.  Sheriff Markquart also said the mass notification program CODE RED has been implemented and all 
citizens who have a white page listing have received the test notification call and are automatically signed up.  It is 
possible to add any and all cell phones to the mass notification by registering on-line. 

Motion by Ringnell to approve Resolution 2012-09 Reestablishing Precinct and Polling Place for the City of Sherburn, 
second by Olson.  Ross, yea; Olson, yea; Behne, yea; Ringnell, yea; Roesler, yea; Resolution 2012-09 approved. 

Motion by Olson to approve Resolution 2012-10 Declaring Fairmont Raceway Earnings to be Designated for Ambulance 
Capital Equipment, second by Behne.  Ringnell, yea; Behne, yea; Olson, yea; Ross, yea; Roesler, yea.  Resolution 2012-10 
approved. 

City Administrator Jamie Letzring updated the council on financing for the proposed Temperance Lake Ridge memory 
care alternate:  While we are still waiting for solid numbers, no real price reduction is expected, since site work and 
parking lot costs remain the same.  She advised the council to be prepared to determine if the costs of the selected 
alternate that will add amenities to the facility, but will take years to recover, is a better risk than losing an opportunity 
to be competitive. 

Motion by Ringnell to recess the council meeting, second by Behne, carried.  At 6:55 p.m. a meeting of the Economic 
Development Authority was called to order with a motion by Ringnell to recall Resolutions 2012-05 and 2012-06 
providing for the competitive sale of housing development bonds and setting the date for a public hearing for same, 
second by Olson, carried. 

Motion by Olson to approve Resolution 2012-11(amending Resolution 2012-05) Providing for the Competitive 
Negotiated Sale of $550,000 Housing Development Bonds, Series 2012C (General Obligation of the City of Sherburn), 
second by Ringnell.  Behne, yea; Ringnell, yea; Olson, yea; Ross, yea; Roesler, yea; Resolution 2012-11 approved. 

Motion by Ringnell to approve Resolution 2012-12 (amending Resolution 2012-06) Setting the Date for a Public Hearing 
Regarding the Issuance by the Sherburn Economic Development Authority of its Housing Development Bonds in an 
Aggregate Principal Amount Not to Exceed $550,000, second by Ross.  Behne, yea; Olson, yea; Ross, yea; Ringnell, yea; 
Roesler, yea; Resolution 2012-12 approved; public hearing will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 7, 2012. 

Motion by Ringnell to adjourn the EDA meeting, second by Olson.  Meeting declared adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 

Motion by Roesler to reconvene the regular council meeting, second by Ringnell, carried. 

Motion by Ross to approve Resolution 2012-13 (amending Resolution 2012-07) Setting the Date for a Public Hearing 
Regarding the Issuance by the Sherburn Economic Development Authority of its Housing Development Bonds (Sherburn 
General Obligation) in an  Aggregate Principal Amount Not to Exceed $550,000, second by Behne.  Ross, yea; Ringnell, 
yea; Behne, yea; Olson, yea; Roesler, yea; Resolution 2012-13 approved.  Public hearing will be held at 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday, May 7, 2012. 

Motion by Ringnell to approve Resolution 2012-14 (amending Resolution 2012-08) Setting the Date for a Public Hearing 
on the Approval of a Tax Abatement Resolution and Issuance of Bonds for the Purpose of Financing an Expansion of a 
Senior Housing Project, second by Olson.  Olson, yea; Behne, yea; Ringnell, yea; Ross, yea; Roesler, yea; Resolution 2012-
14 approved.  Public hearing will be held at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 7, 2012. 
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Administrator report: 

 Civil Ag Group has begun corrective concrete work on West First and East Cargill Streets; final wear course will 
be completed in August. 

 According to the contractor, interior modifications on the N Main Street garage have been finished; when 
electrical and plumbing work is completed, the exterior wall will be removed. 

 Estimate from Day Plumbing for kitchen remodeling at the liquor store has been accepted.  Day has brought in 
an electrician to do the necessary work, plans have been approved by the local health inspector and work will 
commence the week of April 23rd. 

 Grass seed was received from the subcontractor on the N Osborne/W First St project and has been spread by 
the public works department.  Residents should continue to water.  The sod, placed in 2010, was in good 
condition during 2011 spring and summer, but turned brown due to lack of rain and moisture during the fall and 
winter months. 

 A leaking hydrant called to our attention that MCW staff has been watering the football field with unmetered 
water.  Costs of installing a meter and the water loss will be discussed with MCW administration. 

 City Engineer Greg Mitchell of Bolton and Menk will start discussions with the railroad regarding the damaged 
crossing on South Main Street. 

 Dates to remember:  Spring leaf pickup on April 20th, Appliance Day on May 5th curbside, and City-wide cleanup 
(“Junk Day”) on June 16th underneath water tower from 8:00-11:00 a.m.  Appliance stickers will be sold from 
April 17th to May 2nd. 

In other discussion, Councilor Ross inquired about the type of recycling containers available; Councilor Ringnell 
requested a key to the old fire hall in case the fire department must manually sound the alarm, and was advised it would 
be best if they contacted local law enforcement to gain entry.  Councilor Olson asked if gravel could be spread in the 
alley between W 4th and W 5th Streets; because alleys are private property, the owners are welcome to do so.  Mayor 
Roesler stated that a load of gravel should be purchased, as there are a number of streets in need.  It was also noted 
that the school crossing sign in the middle of State Hwy 4 is confusing motorists and halting traffic in that intersection. 

Motion to adjourn by Ross, second by Olson, carried.  Meeting declared adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 

     Irene Schlaphoff, Deputy Clerk 


