
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 

May 20, 2013 

 

A regular council meeting was duly called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Dorothy Behne on Monday, 
May 20, 2013 with members Jeff Ross, Carroll Behne, Kurt Olson, Dorothy Behne, and Brad Ringnell 
present. Also present City Admin/EDA Director Samuel Hansen, and Deputy Clerk Nicole Steffensen. 
 
Motion by Ringnell to approve the agenda, second by Olson, carried. 
 
Motion by C. Behne to approve the minutes as written and sent to each council member for study, 
second by Ringnell, carried.  
 
Consent agenda including payment of bills and sign permit for 16 East First Street was declared 
approved. 
 
City Auditor Joel Stencel of EideBailly was present with the 2012 audit for the City of Sherburn. Mr. 
Stencel distributed and reviewed the executive summary, which illustrated a slight reduction in the 
general fund balance and cash and cash equivalents. The water/wastewater fund ran a deficit as 
expected due to the PFA loan. The municipal liquor store showed a net income.  EDA revenues continue 
to exceed expenditures, and Temperance Lake Ridge experienced a significant fund increase. Motion by 
Ross to accept the 2012 audit report as presented, second by Ringnell, carried. 
 
Miss Helen Murphy and Joyce Bond were present to request that the City employees repair, shovel and 
rake the snowplow damage to the City property adjacent to their properties which they have 
maintained. Miss Helen Murphy also expressed her concern about the deterioration occurring on 
Swanson Drive. It was noted that Swanson Drive was paved approximately 30 years ago. 
 
Motion by Olson to approve a $100 pull tab contribution to the Sherburn Library for a youth nutrition 
and cooking class, second by Ross, carried. 
 
City Admin/EDA Director Hansen explained the three prong test that should be taken into consideration 
when issuing a variance. He also explained the City Attorney’s recommendation of either denying the 
variance or eliminating the sign ordinance from the city code.  Councilor Ross expressed concern 
towards changing the city code. Mayor Behne listed a few other buildings within the City that would also 
have the potential of becoming billboard walls. Discussion ensued regarding other cities that may have 
similar signs. Motion by Ringnell to deny the sign variance request, second by Ross, carried.  
 
City Admin/EDA Director Hansen presented the options for rezoning around 1 Kirby Drive. There are 
only a few properties that could be rezoned in that area, so it would still end up as spot rezoning. 
Motion by Ringnell to direct staff to contact legal counsel to draft an ordinance to rezone 1 Kirby Drive 
from business to industrial, second by Ross, carried. 
 
Due to the City’s current need for water/wastewater certifications, the options are either contracting 
with PeopleService or Bolton & Menk. City Admin/EDA Director presented the proposed contracts. 
Motion by Ross to hire Bolton & Menk to oversee the water/wastewater operations, second by C. 
Behne, carried. 
 



Administrator report: 

 Summer hours begin next week and will be in place until Labor Day. 

 The Public Works opening has been advertised widely 

 More information about the siren upgrade will be available in June. 

 Waiting on bids to replace the culvert on 2nd Street. 

 Travis Schuett has been helping with the road grading. 

 Final payment was made to Civil Ag Group. 
 
In other business, Councilor Ross discussed the need for someone to help with the mowing until a new 
public works employee is hired. Motion by Ringnell to direct staff to hire an interim mower for 
$10/hour, second by Olson, carried. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Olson, second by Ringnell, carried. Meeting declared adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 
 
     Deputy Clerk Nicole Steffensen 
 
 


