
MINUTES OF OPEN BOOK MEETING/ COUNCIL MEETING 

April 18, 2011 

The annual Open Book meeting was duly called to order by Mayor Robert Roesler at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 18, 
2011 with members Robert Roesler, Carroll Behne, Jeff Ross and Kurt Olson present.  Brad Ringnell arrived at 5:20 p.m.  
Absent, none.  Also present, City Admin/EDA Director Jamie Letzring and Deputy Clerk Irene Schlaphoff. 

Martin County Assessor Deb Eversman and Joyce Eisenmenger were present to explain that home valuations are based 
on the previous year’s sales, and many were raised this year in order to stay within the parameters required by the 
state.  Mrs. Eversman explained that valuations are based on comparable sales, Sherburn is classified as one type of 
neighborhood and all sales are included in the comparison.  Value is determined by square footage, age and condition, 
with the number of bedrooms and baths also taken into consideration.  She stated that 2013 could see a decrease in 
valuations because of recent sales to date that have been outside the required parameters.  There is still a circuit 
breaker program in place that may provide tax relief in the form of a rebate if a citizen’s income level changes, and Mrs. 
Eversman advised citizens to contact their legislator to inquire about this program.  Beverly Roben spoke with the 
assessors regarding the increased valuation on her home; an appointment will be made to review the property. 

Communications were received at the auditor’s office from John Stark, Irene Lutterman, Weldon Loos and Brad Tadlock 
regarding their valuations.  Reappraisals were conducted and adjustments will be made. 

The Open Book meeting recessed at 5:20 p.m. at which time the regular council meeting was called to order. 

Motion by Ross to approve the agenda, second by Olson, carried. 

Motion by Behne to approve the minutes as written and sent to each council member for study, second by Ringnell, 
carried. 

Consent agenda including payment of bills was declared approved; discussion was held regarding a payment for work 
done to date at the wastewater treatment plant. 

A proposal from Maguire Iron of Sioux Falls for the cleaning and inspection of the water tower interior and exterior was 
reviewed; motion by Olson to approve Option 1 cleaning and inspection of interior and exterior for compliance with 
current safety and sanitation standards in the amount of $2,200 as proposed, second by Behne, carried. 

Motion by Ringnell to declare a weed wiper, roller, walk-behind packer, and half of the old Christmas decorations as 
excess property to be placed for sale or salvage, second by Ross, carried. 

Financial Advisor Shannon Sweeney of David Drown Associates and Nurse Director Lisa Lange of Temperance Lake Ridge 
were present to continue discussions regarding finance options for the proposed expansion to the memory care at the 
senior living facility.  Mr. Sweeney reviewed the existing budget and demographic study, as well as various financing 
scenarios previously discussed, and explained the consequences of accelerated bond payments.  It was agreed that 
certain amenities included in the expansion would assist with marketing and maintaining occupancy.  Mr. Sweeney felt 
that the budget figures from Tealwood Management provide adequate disclosure and merit further discussions; a 
meeting will be held with Tealwood on Tuesday, April 26 at 1:00 p.m. to answer any questions and to discuss their 
development/management proposal.   

Once an updated listed of projects is compiled, Shannon Sweeney’s spreadsheet presentation will be scheduled for 
demonstration to new council and staff. 

At this time the Conditional Use Public Hearing for the Community Options and Resources office space addition was 
called to order.  New building plans were reviewed and determined to be within the ordinance requirements.  No 
citizens were present and no communications were received regarding this project, and as parking space appeared to be 
adequate, no conditions were deemed necessary to be put into place.  The appropriate sign permits will be secured as 
required by ordinance. Motion by Ringnell to adjourn the Conditional Use Hearing, second by Olson, carried. 
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Council meeting reconvened at 6:35 p.m. with a motion by Ringnell to approve a Conditional Use Permit for the 
Community Options and Resources office addition, second by Olson, carried. 

Administrator report: 

 City engineering firm Bolton & Menk is currently performing a small scale inflow and infiltration observation 
study by pulling and assessing manholes to aid the city engineer in formulating a plan for future street repairs 
that will aid in council decisions. 

 Appliance pick up day will be scheduled for a day in June with the same company as in previous years. 

 Estimates to move forward on Temperance Lake Ridge window repairs are being received from contractors. 

 Jay Garden Club has requested permission to plant and tend memorial rose bushes for Lorraine Theobald 
around the memorial flag pole at the city park or near the Coralinn memorial at Gemmill Park.   Motion by 
Ringnell to approve the request from the Jay Garden Club to plant memorial roses at either of these locations, 
second by Behne, carried. 

Discussion was held regarding the worsening street conditions as frost boils continue to surface, the need for gravel 
once the conditions improve, and the abandoned property at 208 Fairmont Ave.  Mayor Roesler reported on the recent 
police commission meeting and the proper way to handle citizen complaints. 

Motion to adjourn by Ringnell, second by Behne, carried.  Meeting declared adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

 

      Irene Schlaphoff, Deputy Clerk 

 

 


