
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 
February 24, 2014 

 
A regular council meeting was duly called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro-Temp Kurt Olson on 
Monday, February 24, 2014 with members Carroll Behne, Kurt Olson, Brad Ringnell, and Jeff Ross 
present. Also present City Admin/EDA Director Samuel Hansen, and Deputy Clerk Nicole Steffensen. 
Absent, Dorothy Behne. 
 
Motion by Ringnell to approve the agenda, second by Ross, carried. 
 
Motion by C. Behne to approve the minutes as written and sent to each council member for study, 
second by Ross, carried.  
 
Consent agenda including payment of bills was declared approved. 
 
At this time the Public Hearing for an On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License for the Cup ‘N Saucer was opened. 
City Admin/EDA Director Hansen explained that the Cup ‘N Saucer met all the criteria needed to qualify 
for the license. No objections were raised. Public Hearing declared adjourned at 5:05. Motion by Ross to 
approve an On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License for the Cup ‘N Saucer, second by Ringnell, carried. 
 
At this time the Public Hearing for Elm, West Third, North Prairie and South Street Improvements was 
called to order with thirteen citizens in attendance. City Engineer Greg Mitchell walked through the 
process from estimated costs, preliminary assessments, and tentative schedule for completion. Elm 
Street will be reconstructed to a standard 36’ with new curb and gutter, upgrading to a 6” water main, 
replacing an 8” sanitary sewer main, and adding 12”-18” storm sewer pipe with new catch basins from 
the Elevator to First Street and from First Street to Third Street. West Third Street from County Road 13 
to Prairie Street will be reconstructed to a standard 36’ with new curb and gutter, replacing a 6” water 
main, replacing an 8” sanitary sewer main for approximately 260’, and replacing 12”-18” storm sewer 
pipe with new catch basins from Ringer Drive to Prairie Street. North Prairie Street from First Street to 
Fifth Street will be reconstructed to a standard 36’ with curb and gutter and replacing the sidewalks, 
upgrading to a 6” water main that will be looped through Prairie Street, replacing an 8” sanitary sewer 
main, and replacing 12”-18” storm sewer pipe from First Street to 50’ north of Third Street. South Street 
will upgrade to a 6” water main from Lake Street to Kenzie Street and extend the 6” water main loop 
from Kenzie Street to Venn Street. These improvements will provide a 25-30 year street life and more 
than 50-year utility life. The construction schedule calls for substantial completion in October of 2014. 
Questions were asked regarding the changes being made to street widths, the necessity of curb and 
gutter on Elm Street, sanitary sewer lateral replacement, and the timing of the assessment payments. 
 
Shannon Sweeney of David Drown and Associates explained that the City has been consistent with its 
history of specially assessing projects. Special assessments are needed for the issuance of bonds to fund 
the project. Shannon explained the ability to prepay the assessments and that there is also an appeal 
process available. A question was raised regarding the ability to sell the bonds. Shannon explained that 
the City has a good credit rating, and interest rates have been stable, so there should be no problems 
selling the bonds.  The public hearing was declared adjourned at 6:12 p.m. 
 
City Admin/EDA Director Hansen addressed the Council regarding a request for a strong beer ordinance. 
He explained that under State Statute, it is possible for a business that has both a wine license and an 
on-sale 3.2 malt liquor license to also have a strong beer license if the city ordinance allows. Seth 



Lintelman, owner of the Cup ‘N Saucer, explained that they have had a focus on local food and would 
also like to be able to serve beer from local breweries as well. Motion by Ringnell to have staff prepare a 
strong beer ordinance, second by Ross, carried. 
City Admin/EDA Director reported that Public Works Employee Jake Clow would be attending water 
training in St. Cloud on March 4-6 and testing for his D Water License. Motion by Ringnell to approve the 
training and travel costs, second by Ross, carried. 
 
Motion by Ringnell to approve a $600 pull tab contribution to the MCW After Prom Party, second by C. 
Behne, carried. 
 
Waste Management Representative Gary Heinzig was present to address concerns regarding the 
recycling pickup. Mr. Heinzig apologized for the miscommunication regarding the recycling service 
schedule at the beginning of the year. He noted that everyone should have received a new calendar as 
well as a credit for the January recycling fee. There was discussion regarding how citizens are to know 
that pickup will be delayed due to a snow event or other unforeseen circumstances. Mr. Heinzig noted 
that this information is available on their website as well as an automated message that residents 
should receive if Waste Management has their telephone number on file.  
 
Administrator Report 

 It was noted that the fee for the feasibility report for the Water Treatment Plant was $4500 

 Martin County has surplus furniture available for emergency services such as the Fire 
Department 

 
Further discussion was held regarding the Elm, West Third, North Prairie and South Street 
improvements.  Motion by Ross to approve the project as presented without sidewalks on Prairie Street, 
second by Ringnell, carried. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ringnell, second by C. Behne.  Meeting declared adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
      Nicole Steffensen, Deputy Clerk 
 


