
MINUTES OF COUNCIL/BUDGET AND LEVY MEETING 
December 2, 2013 

 
A regular council meeting was duly called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Dorothy Behne on Monday, 
December 2 with members Carroll Behne, Dorothy Behne, Kurt Olson, Brad Ringnell, and Jeff Ross 
present. Also present City Admin/EDA Director Samuel Hansen, and Deputy Clerk Nicole Steffensen. 
 
Motion by Ringnell to approve the agenda, second by Olson, carried. 
 
Motion by Ringnell to approve the minutes as written and sent to each council member for study, 
second by Olson, carried.  
 
Consent agenda including payment of bills, cigarette and off sale beer licenses for Caseys General Store 
and Kum & Go Convenience was declared approved. 
 
At this time the Budget and Levy Public Hearing was called to order. Eight citizens were present to hear 
City Admin/EDA Director Sam Hansen’s slide presentation that began with explanations of the city 
budget, where the money comes from and where it is spent, descriptions of the various funds supported 
by tax dollars, and the enterprise funds that are expected to support themselves. City Admin/EDA Dir 
Hansen continued to explain that the proposed levy had been certified with a 1.9% increase for 2014, 
but additional adjustments were made to the budget that allowed a final levy increase of 0%. The final 
budget and levy will be adopted at the December 16, 2013 council meeting. Mike Ringnell questioned 
the rate of property taxes being paid in Sherburn compared to other neighboring communities. He 
inquired where the money was being spent or whether the City was saving more than the other 
communities. It was explained that our taxes were higher largely due to the bond payments the City 
pays from street projects. Jim Miller expressed concern about the amount of taxes paid per acre of 
farmland within City limits even though this land requires minimal services from the City. He requested 
that the City look into forming a Rural Service District like other neighboring communities have 
established.  Motion by Ringnell to close the Budget & Levy Hearing, second by C. Behne, carried. 
 
City Admin/EDA Dir Hansen gave the Council a brief update on the Splash Pad project. Footings have 
been poured and there are 2-3 more pours that will need to be completed. The project is currently in a 
controlled environment as it is under a tarp with a heater. The goal is for it to be completed by 
Christmas. 
 
Motion by Ringnell to accept Resolution 2013-18 Donation of a Fireplace from the Verna Miller Estate 
for the Decoration of the Community Hall, second by Olson. Ringnell, yea; Olson, yea; Ross, yea; C. 
Behne, yea; D. Behne, yea. Resolution 2013-18 approved. 
 
Discussion was held about the appliances in the Community Hall basement. The Civic & Commerce 
group is planning on donating new appliances and requested the old ones be declared excess property. 
Councilor Ross raised the question whether there were any standards that the new appliances would 
need to abide by. Motion by Ringnell to table the discussion until next meeting when more information 
would be obtained, second by Olson, carried. 
 
Administrator Report 

 After working with S & P, the City’s bond rating has increased from an A+ to an AA-. 

 The October Box Office Report has been received. 



 An ITC Midwest meeting will be on Wednesday, December 18th in St. Paul where public input 
will be heard. 

 Personnel evaluations will be assessed at the next meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ringnell, second by Ross.  Meeting declared adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
      Nicole Steffensen, Deputy Clerk 
 


