
MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING
January 20, 2009

A regular council meeting was duly held on Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  Members present, 
Robert Roesler, Jim Poirot, Kurt Olson, Carroll Behne and Brad Ringnell.  Absent, none.  Mayor 
Roesler presided.  Also present, City Admin/EDA Dir Jamie Letzring and Deputy Clerk Irene 
Schlaphoff.

Dorothy Behne was present during Public Comment regarding her cost assessment of the recent court 
case, and questioned how the grandfather clause works as it applies to the limitation of ownership 
ordinance.

Motion by Ringnell to approve the agenda, second by Poirot, carried.

Motion by Ringnell to approve the minutes as written and sent to each council member for study, 
second by Poirot, carried.

Consent agenda including payment of bills with two additional bills was declared approved.

Mayor Roesler gave a Power Point presentation on the legislative outlook and the growing state deficit, 
noting further complications of inflation, declining revenues, lack of reserves, an aging work force, and 
dependency ratios.  There is concern that the State does not understand the plight of small cities and 
their reliance on Local Government Aid to subsidize levies.  Mayor Roesler stressed the need to focus 
on ways to reduce future spending.

Motion by Councilor Behne to approve a resolution to change the City Ordinance to allow all meetings 
to be open to public participation and input, motion died for lack of a second.

Motion by Councilor Behne to approve a resolution that would allow Carlee Hunter to have her dogs 
returned to her, second by Olson for the purpose of discussion.  Councilor Olson stated that the issue 
has been decided in court and it is not within the scope of council authority to overrule, nor is it his
desire for the council to do so.  He also brought up municipal liability issues in allowing the return of 
dogs with a history of biting.  Councilors Ringnell and Poirot agreed; Mayor Roesler reminded all 
present that proper procedures had been followed in the adoption of the ordinance with regard to public 
hearings, notice and opportunity for public comment.    Roesler, nay; Poirot, nay; Olson, nay; Behne, 
yea; Ringnell, nay; resolution defeated.

In other discussion, Councilor Olson inquired about a street light outage and was informed that it had 
been reported; Councilor Ringnell requested that Temperance Lake Ridge Nurse Director Lisa Lange 
be invited to address Medicare services and the associated needs; Councilor Behne asked about the 
minutes on the website.

Mayor Roesler and City Admin/EDA Dir Jamie Letzring will be attending the Region Nine panel 
discussion on fiscal challenges of local governments on Thursday, January 29 in Mankato.



Minutes of Council Meeting
January 20, 2009
Page 2 

Admin report:
 Conversations have been held with Temperance Lake Ridge Nurse Director Lisa Lange 

regarding Medicare waivers.
 Financial advisors have informed us that prepaid assessments may be used to fund future street

projects.
 The vacant Town House apartment repairs and maintenance are underway and advertisements 

have been placed for receiving applications.
 The Alliant Energy Foundation Service Anniversary Grant Program has made a donation of 

$75.00 to the Sherburn Fire Department at the request of their employee Gerry Wedner who is 
celebrating 20 years of service.  

 The Revolving Loan Fund balance continues to grow and will be reopened to applicants in 
February.  A meeting with Development Services Inc is scheduled to discuss administration 
costs.  EDA will meet in February to review interest figures.

 The city website continues to be updated as 2009 minutes are approved by Council.

Motion to adjourn by Ringnell, second by Poirot, carried.  Meeting declared adjourned at 6:00 p.m., 
after which time council entered into a work session to discuss budget reductions.  The next council 
meeting will be held on February 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Irene Schlaphoff, Deputy Clerk


