MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING/TRUTH IN TAXATION HEARING
December 1, 2008

A regular council meeting was duly held on Monday, December 1, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  Members present, Robert Roesler, Kurt Olson, Carroll Behne, Jim Poirot and Brad Ringnell.  Mayor Roesler presided.  Also present, Deputy Clerk Irene Schlaphoff.

In Public Comment, Councilor Behne reminded all present of the Stay at Home Shop Sherburn events planned for the upcoming weekend.

Motion by Ringnell to approve the minutes of the November 17th   council meeting with one amendment, and the November 19th council meeting as written and sent to each council member for study, second by Poirot, carried.
Motion by Poirot to approve the agenda, second by Ringnell, carried.

Consent agenda including payment of bills was declared approved.

The Truth in Taxation hearing was called to order and the Truth in Taxation document was distributed to the seven citizens present.  Mayor Roesler explained the purpose of the hearing and the concerns about imminent reductions in local government aid that will have a profound effect on the budget.  The document was summarized by Deputy Clerk Irene Schlaphoff, with an explanation of the funds and the reductions that were made in order to decrease the proposed levy by 2.4%.  The final levy will be certified in the amount of $454,128, which represents an increase of 12.9%.
Questions were posed regarding the formulas used in determining the allocation of taxes and where comparisons may be found.  The State of Minnesota determines property tax formulas and information may be found on line or at the county offices.  In answer to a question about the city tax increase, Mayor Roesler explained that the property tax statements were printed after the proposed budget and levy were certified, and since then further budget cuts were made.  Levy limits do not apply to smaller cities.  The budget and levy will be adopted at the December 15th council meeting.
Motion by Ringnell to close the Truth in Taxation hearing, second by Behne, carried.  Hearing adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

The regular council meeting resumed with the following reports:  
Mayor Roesler reported that the proceeds from the “Winter Wonderette” program being held on December 12th and 13th will be donated to the City of Sherburn for the Theatre Preservation Fund, and a request has been made that a portion be designated toward the Theatre interior lighting project.  Caleb Krusemark has undertaken an Eagle Scout project that seeks to raise funds and install lighting that will enable the theatre to be used for special events.  Klima Electric has donated his time to assist in this project.
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Councilor Behne asked that the Council explore the possibility of making the back stairway at the community hall handicapped accessible with the use of a rail lift, and to upgrade the restrooms.  In so doing, the restrooms will need to be made handicapped accessible, which will necessitate relocation.

Councilor Ringnell assisted Travis Schuett in hanging Christmas lights; however, the new poles are not equipped with the correct outlets for the old lights.  Klima Electric has been contacted to replace the new outlets.  Travis has replaced broken windows in the old fire hall building.
Concerns were expressed regarding the burned grain truck with elevated box as a potential hazard, and the aluminum cans that continue to accumulate in and around the receptacle behind the community hall.

Clerk report:

· A second quote was received for construction of restrooms at the Fire Hall incubator space; it exceeded the approved quote by more than $4,000 and will be placed in the project file.

· To date, Travis Schuett has installed 130 radio read meters; computer data input is ongoing.  
· Library, nutrition site and city hall carpets will be cleaned on 12/02/08

· Butch and Diane Maday wish to donate a baby swing attachment for City Park playground equipment.  Council accepted the offer and requested that a letter of acknowledgment be sent.

Motion to adjourn by Ringnell, second by Olson, carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.







Deputy Clerk Irene Schlaphoff

